In objection to this I would state, that the bodies of these men were only a very short time in the water, and that a dead body will not become emphysematous in consequence of lying in water until after a considerable time; indeed, not for weeks during the winter. We must therefore suppose that some other cause is operating, since there is so great a difference in the state of the body of a person who has been drowned, and that of one which has been immersed in water after death. I suspect that the emphysema is caused by a certain quantity of the air which lias been inspired during the occasional rising of the drowning person to the surface of the water, having escaped through a rupture produced in the bionchiu ?f traclica in the conVulsive attempts to breathe.
